Types of FAA Data

Approved Data.  Technical data that was examined and approved (for major repairs and alterations) through applicable FAA authority, or previously approved documents such as FAA-approved manufacturers service bulletins.  This includes: type certificate data sheets (TCDS), supplemental type certificates (STC), Airworthiness Directives, Manufacturers FAA-approved data, Designated Engineering Representative (DER)-approved data, and Designated Alteration Station (DAS)-approved data developed for alterations performed by that station only.

Acceptable Data.  Technical data that was examined and accepted by the FAA.  It is used for minor or routine maintenance, repairs, or alterations.  Data that may be used on an individual basis to obtain approval are ACs, manufacturers technical information (e.g., manuals, bulletins, kits, and so forth), Military Specifications, and FAA field approvals.

Compliance Data.  Those data necessary to substantiate that the modification or 

Compliance Inspection.  Specification review and physical inspection of hardware to verify that a particular component or modification complies with the requirements of the applicable regulations.

Component Testing.  Testing of a detail part, component, or subassembly to demonstrate that it functions as required to meet the applicable regulations (also called certification testing).

Conformity Inspection.  A physical comparison of the component or modification to the engineering drawings and specifications to verify that component or modification conforms to the data.
